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FRESNO NEWS

GRAPES are harvesting like gang busters out of the Desert & Nogales at this time.  Flames, Sugars and Thompson’s are all looking good with nice size, color, & sugar.  However, movement is slow and everyone is struggling with trucks.  You could see a range in prices due to the age of some packs.

KIWI market has finally starting to soften.  Fruit is from Chile and is firm.  Consolidation is available.

Melons supplies going in he desert.  The market is split at this time for product coming out of Yuma/ Holtville and Phoenix/ I-10 with the product in the south being cheaper.  Quality is about the same in both areas.

-- CANTALOUPE production is peaking Jumbo 9/ 9/ 12’s; small fruit is very tight.  Look for central Arizona harvest last week was slowed by cool wet weather 7 days ago.   Volume is picking up. Weather for growing has been favorable if slightly cooler than normal.  We should see promotable volume for July 4th ads on large fruit.

-- HONEYDEW volume is improving as well in the desert.  Condition looks very good.  Look for peak production here over the next 4 weeks.  Look for the crop to peak on large sizes 5/jumbo 5/ 6’s and light on 8’s. 

WATERMELONS continue from Mexico with Calif desert breaking new fields.  Quality & supplies are very good.  Market is steady with deals to be made.  

Tree fruit:  Weather in the San Joaquin Valley has been good.  We now have conditioned fruit.

-- PEACH demand is excellent right now on Yellow flesh with limited volume; peaking on 60/50/70.

-- NECTARINES volume should really pop this week.  The market is adjusting to more promotable levels.

-- APRICOTS are between varieties so this market is perking up.  APRIUMS are still available with very light numbers.  Sizes peak on 70/80.  

-- PLUMS & PLUOTS have fair numbers peaking on 70/80 as such the market here is still high.  Both Black & Red varieties are now going.

-- CHERRIES market is a good in the mid 30-low 50’s depending on size & quality. Bing’s are just starting. Be sure to have everything looked at prior to shipping as recent winds cause some quality issues.   

Carrots - Jumbo/ Cello/ Cliptop market is steady.  Baby/ processed carrot market is steady with good supplies.

AVOCADO market is up and firming.  Calif has supplies with fruit peaking on 60 and improving on 48’s; larger sizes still remain short.  

Western Green Bell PEPPER and Colored Bell market is holding steady with very good demand.  However, with Bakersfield started this week and demand dropping off look for market to follow.  Red and gold bells are becoming more available this in Coachella.  Look for this market to adjust.  
NAVELS demand is strong at this time for Summer/ Late varieties and is pushing the market up across the board.   Late Navels are peaking 72’s & larger.  Overall appearance is still looking good.  These should continue through this month, depending on weather.  VALENCIA’S are going with fruit peaking 113/88’s.  Foodservice is looking for small sizes are being force to take Valencia’s at this time.

Lemon demand continues to increase on limited volume of product.  Market is firm.  Fruit is grading heavy to fancy.   Sizing is peaking 140/165/115’s and customers can expect to see more scaring than normal due to heavy winds this past winter.  Off shore Lemons are expected to start arriving in late June which could help ease the situation slightly.  Other wise this supply situation looks to continue up till new crop starting in October.  

Rio/ Star Ruby Grapefruit are going with good sizing, color & eat great.  Grapefruit is loading from the desert up thru central Calif.  Call for availability

Royal Gala, Braeburns, Granny Smith & Fuji NZ APPLES are currently available loading out of LA.  Fruit looks & eats great.  Call your Amerifresh associate for sizing & prices. 
EASTERN VEG NEWS

Georgia:  Spring/summer crops are here and Georgia CABBAGE and GREENS are fading fast as the unseasonably hot weather we are having has taken its toll on the leafy items.  SQUASH and ZUCCHINI have both seen good volume numbers out of GA and markets are holding steady.  VIDALIA ONIONS have already peaked for this season and are starting to wind down.  Volume is still steady but many smaller growers are finishing up soon.  It is expected that the market will remain firm for the next few weeks and then rise as the storage crop starts to diminish.  The GA PEACH crop harvesting has been going slowly as volume has not come on yet.  Look for volume to increase around mid June.  The current varieties are Flavor Crest and Sun Bright.  All PEACHES are PLU stickered and are being packed in volume fill 25lb boxes.  Prices are holding and current sizes are 2 ½ in with very limited numbers and 2 ¼ in fruit which is making up about 80% of the harvest so far.  GA CORN and GREEN BEANS have been showing good production numbers.  GREEN BEANS will be winding down soon as the heat is causing the beans to produce at a rapid pace.  Pricing on both items has been holding steady.  GA BELL PEPPER has started for all growers over the last few weeks.  All sizes of PEPPER are available as some growers are in crown pickings while others are in second pickings.

Florida:   Production on all items has finished for the summer as the heat has made it too hot to continue production on most items.  Look for the GA season to finish up earlier than usual for the same reason and be prepared to follow things up the country as they move north.

SALINAS NEWS

Volume is beginning to pick up in the Salinas/Watsonville district, even tho’ temperatures have remained on the cool side.  STRAWBERRY prices have reacted to the increased volume and lighter demand. Things should remain this way until the 4th of July pull begins in earnest the week of July 23rd. STRAWBERRY quality has been very good.

CELERY market is still very active. Salinas has started in a light way and will come in to some volume soon. This week expect market to continue to slide off and hopefully level out. Quality is good.
LETTUCE market, as we expected, stayed flat last week. There is still no change in the supply or truck situation. This week, expect the market to hold at the level it is at. Quality is good.  LEAF market is soft and looks to be the same going into the following weak. There is no demand for leaf what so ever. Quality is nice.  SNOBOY pack is available RL-GL & Romaine.

We thought that BROCCOLI production was going to slow down last week…it did, but just a little. Most shippers are expecting lighter supplies again this week, and with some demand, the BROCCOLI deal is poised to get better this week. We don’t expect double-digit prices, but prices should get a stronger as the week goes on. Overall quality is excellent.

CAULIFLOWER demand is fair with good quality.  The markets are expected steady through the week.
TEXAS/ NOGALES NEWS 
Coachella Valley BEANS have burnt up due to high heat in the area.  Prices remain high for beans being shipped from Coachella.  Fresno has started and availability seems fair with markets starting to stabilize. On quality, with high winds in the growing area, beans are showing some grade defects. Make sure to get honest description from shipper.

High prices continue for green BELL PEPPERS on both coasts.  Late season harvesting will continue through next week in Mexico (Nogales) as growers take advantage of current market conditions. Production volume in Coachella is steady.  Red bells are in good supply, while gold bells are limited.  However, prices are dropping on red & gold so now is the time to promote them.

CUCUMBERS supplies have tightened, as the season winds down in Mexico and the harvest shifts to the San Diego-Baja California district.  Fresno has started, but volumes remain light.  Baja doesn’t have enough volume to keep up with demand.  Not good for promotion month of June.

EGGPLANT is done in Nogales, but Coachella is seeing ok volumes. Prices have dropped from their highs in Coachella but demand is decent and supplies are light, so pricing is still high. Look for Fresno to be starting in a small way, but heavy scarring on fruit due to weather.

MELONS

-Cantaloupes are available with peak production expected this week and next in the Imperial Valley.  The harvest in Western Arizona will be underway this week.  Prices are generally firm, with the current harvest heavy to large sized 9s, with limited production on 12s and virtually no 15s or 18s.

-Honeydews will continue to be in oversupply for all sizes with numerous growing areas, including Imperial Valley, Arizona, Texas, and Mexico.  

-Watermelons are also in plentiful supply in the East and West.

SQUASH in the Central Valley has been damaged due to high winds – and just like cukes, Baja doesn’t have enough supplies to take on the demand after Nogales is finished.  Look for prices to remain high.

TOMATOES

Cherry tomatoes are in short supply in the West and East.  Price has dropped on Rounds and Roma’s due to the Salmonella scare. Look for prices to stabilize but demand will remain weak on all categories due to FDA “no eat” recommendation on Rounds and Roma’s in Texas and New Mexico. Promote TOV (Clusters) for June.

NORTHWEST NEWS
APPLES/ TREE FRUIT
-Braeburns currently have good supplies and will continue with the 2007 crop into June.  2008 new crop estimated harvest to start around the first week of October.

-Fuji’s Supplies are very tight, but availability will continue to be here through June. Plan ahead to make sure your Fuji orders get covered.  Harvest on 2008 crop starting somewhere around the second week of September.

-Gold Delicious - Good supplies of Golden Delicious currently available.  Market steady, with new crop projected harvest dates around the first week in September.

-Granny Smith – remains in good supply and should continue available through August.  2008 harvest projection around the third week of September.

-Red Delicious - Apples are in good supplies in all sizes of WAXF grade. Crop this year is shorter and selling at a very fast pace.   Not a lot of low grade in inventory this year due to better quality in the crop and export demand.  Type and color are excellent.  Expect market to stay strong all season, finishing out in August.  Growers looking at the last week in September to begin the 2008 crop harvest.

 -Jonagolds - New crop harvest estimates for the third week of September.

-Gala - Market remains strong with limited supplies on domestic apples.  New Zealand Gala’s are now available on both East and West Coasts.  2008 domestic crop harvest is starting around third week of August.

-Pink Lady –New crop on Pinks will not start until around the 1st of November.

-Pears finished in most sheds for season.  Few avail at top pear producing sheds.

-Cherries Growers early cherries should be no sooner than June 18th-20th and will be very limited, most of these are all committed to.  There will be availability starting July 1st and supplies should be good through the month on July and then ending earlier than normal because of the freeze on the cherries at higher elevations that would normally run into end of August.  Of course you never know… Mother Nature could come in and rain on the lot!!!

The sudden temperature changes (heat, heat, and more heat) coming this weekend will give us a better picture on how much damage the cherry crop sustained from the freezing temps earlier.

Pacific Northwest Peaches and Nectarines are not far away; start planning now for your summer soft fruit categories.  Apricots will start around June 20th.


ONIONS
Trucks remain an issue.  Prices seem to have stabilized.  Movement is steady.

New Mexico - Up and running with good volume and condition.

TX – McAllen area is nearly over, but plenty in the Winter Garden area.  Onions look good and prices remaining stable.  Reds are moving fast, Whites very active, Yellows are starting to move as well.

Northern California – All three varieties.  Prices started strong Monday, and due to lack of shipments, prices dropped considerable by the end of the week.  Open for deals with volume.

WA - Has a two warehouses with storage Yellows for another two weeks.  Condition remains good.

For information about onion types, uses, nutrition and more, look to The Foodservice Guide to Onions produced by the National Onions Association, this free guide answers questions about storage, handling, and cooking with onions.  Write to National Onions Association, 822 7th Street, suite 510, Greeley, CO  80631 or email kreddin@onions-usa.org

POTATOES-Northwest                                                                     
Washington—Norkotahs: Prices are higher yet again this week. Supplies are barely keeping up with demand.  Many new customers to this area are simply not getting any spuds.  Even though the California russet deal has begun the pressure will remain on Washington.  The large sizes are getting hit hard and so far the size profile is reported as small in California. In other words this market is still going to see upward movement on the price.  Quality is still good.   WA new crop russets slated for the second week in August.

Idaho-Burbanks: Prices are higher yet again this week. Demand exceeds supplies.  Quality and poor pack out is still the story here.  Most sheds continue to be sold out even with escalating prices.  

Red, White & Yukon; Mt. Vernon district:  White potato supplies are exhausted.  Yukon supplies exhausted. One shipper remains with Reds, they generally look good. There are purple potatoes.  Fingerlings are finished for this season as well.  Quality and condition is good.   Look to Florida and California for new crop reds, whites and yellow potatoes.

MISCELLANEOUS & SEASONAL 

Asparagus from Washington – Adequate supplies prices now in low 30’s, quality excellent.

Rhubarb – in few hands, supplies are adequate. 
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